
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
DRAFT REMOVAL ACTION WORKPLAN (PLAN)

LAGUNA NUEVA SCHOOL
6360 South Garfi eld Avenue
City of Commerce, California

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:   August 11 to September 10, 2008
OPEN HOUSE (5:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M.) & COMMUNITY MEETING (6:15 P.M.)                

           DATE:  August 27, 2008, 
 LOCATION: Laguna Nueva Elementary School Room 26 

WHAT’S BEING PROPOSED?
The California State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to review and comment on 
the Draft Removal Action Work Plan (Plan) submitted by the Montebello Unifi ed School District (District). The 
Plan described a program to monitor the levels of methane below the Extended Borrow Pit (EBP) area of the 
Laguna Nueva School (LNS) located at 6360 South Garfi eld Avenue, Commerce, California.  When the Plan 
is approved, methane monitoring will be conducted and a mitigation system installed as described in the Plan. 
DTSC recommended that the District develop a plan to monitor the levels of methane beneath the EBP and install 
methane detection alarms and exhaust fan(s) in the crawl spaces beneath select portable classrooms and/or 
offi ce buildings, to ensure that any methane concentrations exceeding the methane action level established by 
DTSC will be quickly addressed. Thereafter, the monitoring program will be modifi ed as necessary based on 
methane level and trend.  In addition, as part of the approved Plan, an asphalt cover should be maintained over 
the entire EBP area. 

DTSC is responsible for overseeing environmental investigations of proposed sites for new schools and existing 
school expansion projects throughout the state and ensuring that mitigation and cleanup activities are conducted 
in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations.

Notice of Exception (NOE):  DTSC prepared a draft NOE pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) for this project which states that the project will not have a negative effect on human health or the 
environment.
 

HOW DO I PARTICIPATE?  This notice is to provide the interested community the opportunity to learn more 
about the project and provide comments to DTSC on the draft Plan during a 30-day public comment period 
that starts on August 11, 2008 and ends on September 10, 2008.  Your comments may be submitted in writing 
to Ms. Angela Ortega, Project Manager, DTSC, 5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630.  Comments must 
be postmarked by September 10, 2008.  

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?
A copy of the draft Plan and other project documents are available at the Laguna Nueva School, 6360 South 
Garfi eld Avenue, Commerce, CA 90040 and the City of Commerce Central Library, 5655 Jillson Street, 
Commerce, CA 90040.  Also, the Administrative Record and the project documents are available for review 
during offi ce hours at the DTSC Regional Records Offi ce, 5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630.  Contact 
Ms. Julie Johnson at (714) 484-5337 for an appointment. 

On August 27, 2008, DTSC will hold an Open House from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and the Community 
Meeting at 6:15 p.m. at the Laguna Neuva Elementary School Room 26. 

CONTACT: 
If you have any questions or wish to discuss the project, please contact Ms. Maya Akula, DTSC Public 
Participation at (818) 717-6566 or email: makula@dtsc.ca.gov  or Ms. Angela Ortega, DTSC Project Manager, at 
(714) 484-5490 or email: aortega@dtsc.ca.gov.  For DTSC media inquiries, please contact Ms. Jeanne Garcia, 
Public Information Offi cer at (818) 717-6573 or email:  jgarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov.

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals:  You can obtain additional information by using the California State 
Relay Service at: 1 (888) 877-5378 (TDD).  Ask them to contact Maya Akula at (818) 717-6566 regarding the 
Laguna Nueva School project.

Meeting Accessibility

For information on accessibility and to request reasonable accommodation, please call Ms. Maya Akula at (818) 
717-6566 at least one week in advance of the Community Meeting.

Si desea información en español, comuniques con: Angela Ortega, al (714) 484-5490
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